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And the angel  
said unto them,  

Fear not: for,  
behold,I bring you  

good tidings 
of great joy,  

which shall be 

to all people. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Mutlu 

Noeller! 

 

A Word from Tim 

 Dear FPC Family and Friends, 

 

December is almost here and I can hardly believe it.  Where does the time go?   

 

At a specific point in time God took on human flesh in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 

Born of a virgin, this child grew in grace and knowledge, was baptized near the age of 30, enjoyed 

a brief ministry which turned his world upside down, was crucified, died, was buried, then rose 

from the dead.  He ascended to heaven and now sits in the position of authority at the right hand of 

the Father. One day he will return.  This is the greatest story ever told!  It all began 2000 

years ago in a backwater village south east of Jerusalem.  Christmas is the day we celebrate the 

official beginning of God taking up residence with us in the person of Christ.  The Story is the 

reason for the season.   

 

We fill up the season with activities that direct our attention to that great Story: 

 We’ll be into a new sermon series for Advent on the topic of “loneliness,”  

the Christmas story characters and you;  

 We’ll enjoy the “Hanging of the Greens” on Sunday, December 1st  

followed by a special Advent Activities Festival in Cumberland Hall; 

 The children will perform their Christmas play on Saturday the 14th; 

 The choir will provide special music in the service on the Sunday the 22nd; 

 Christmas Eve will see two services – a family friendly, early service at 5 pm  

with holiday cheer in Cumberland Hall afterwards, and then the 11 pm candlelight service  

many of you make a family tradition.  
 
Don’t let the commercialized and trivialized hustle and bustle of December distract you from the 

Story.  Let’s pray for the ministry of our church, for our community and for ourselves as we 

prepare to worship God this Christmas.   
 
Keep believing, stay steady, and be praying for FPC! 

 

Warmly, 

Pastor Tim 
 
 

 

The Word became flesh 

and made his dwelling 

among us. We have 

seen his glory, the 

glory of the one and 

only Son, who came 

from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.   



 

 

 

 
 

 

My name is Mary Garcia.  I was born in El Salvador Central America.  I came to this country 

when I was 5 years I am married to Javier Garcia and we have 3 beautiful children; Anthony 

(17), Antonio (11), and Daisy (5).   I am a Kindergarten teacher for the Los Angeles Unified 

School District.  I have worked for LAUSD for over 17 years now and I still have a passion for 

teaching small children.   

 

I am a former member of FPC in the city of South Gate. When that church closed down, my 

family and I decided to move to FPC Downey.  We began visiting the Friday night bible study 

with Alfredo Delgado and were quickly drawn by the warmth and hospitality of all the 

members and friends at the Sunday morning services.  I strongly believe that it was Jesus 

Christ that put this church and its people in our path to continue to worship Him, but I must 

say that Pastor Candy, Alfredo, and some of our former friends already attending this church, 

made the transition very easy.  We have enjoyed almost 4 wonderful years of fellowship, 

worship, spiritual growth, and communion here at FPC Downey.  I now help with Christian 

Education and with the Multicultural committee.   

 

However, a couple of years ago, my family and I began to pray to the Lord for a house.  The 

Lord has answered our prayers and has allowed us to purchase a home in the City of Ontario. 

Unfortunately, not around the corner from FPC.  As sad as it is to think that we might have to 

say goodbye to the wonderful spiritual family we have here, we know that a closer home 

church would be more convenient.  We are praying to the Lord for guidance in finding that 

church.  But until the Lord opens the doors to a new church, we will continue to worship and 

grow with all of you.   

 

It is my hope and my desire that FPC Downey perseveres to stand strong as a Multicultural 

community who seeks to know Christ and make Christ known.  To worship God, grow in faith, 

live in love, and serve the Lord and the world.  

 

 Featured Member of the Month 
 

 

Glory to God 

in the highest heaven,  
and on earth peace  
to those on 
whom  

his favor  
rests. 



 

 

               

MONTH 

                  

INCOME 

             

EXPENSES 

                            

NET INC/ (EXP) 

                                

Y-T-D INCOME 

                               

Y-T-D EXPENSES 

Y-T-D NET 

INC/(EXP) 

AUG. * 29,056 23,897 5,159 213,748 223,603 (9,855) 

SEPT. 25,669 26,962 (1,243) 239,417 250,566 (11,149) 

OCT.  24,097 22,790 1,307 263,514 273,355 (9,841) 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP DISPLAYED                  MONTHLY INCOME & EXPENSES: 2013 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH HAS HAD TO TRANSFER $19,000 TO COVER OPERATING BUDGET EXPENSES FOR 2013. 

By Jerry Scott, 

Administration  

& Finance 

If you have already turned in your pledge card for 2014, 

we thank you for your faithfulness and generosity. If you 

have not had the opportunity to pledge, we ask you to 

prayerfully consider your financial support of our church 

and its ministries and, if you are able, to submit your 

pledge soon. We understand that a pledge is not a bill to 

be collected. It is a faith promise and circumstances may 

cause a person to give more or less than they pledge. God 

blesses us for what we can do, and does not expect what 

is not possible. However, pledging greatly assists us  

in planning responsibly for the future. Your pledge will 

help us to better plan for 2014. 

 

 

 

As we look to the beginning of the Advent Season, we 

take time to remember all the good gifts God has given, 

especially the greatest gift – our Savior Jesus Christ. We 

also recognize the many blessings God has given to our 

growing ministry here in Downey. 

 

On Sunday, November 24, we had the opportunity to join 

with other friends and members of our church family to 

be a part of the next chapter of our story of faith and 

ministry by offering our financial pledges for 2014.  We 

are grateful to all who stepped forward, especially in 

these tough economic times, to partner with us in 

providing the needed funding for our ministries to 

continue and expand. 

 

But, the need continues!  If you are benefitting in any 

way from the ministry and mission of FPC we hope you 

will contribute whatever you can to ensure that it 

continues. 

 

 

 

 

If you have already turned in your pledge card for 2010, 

we thank you for your faithfulness and generosity. If 

you have not had the opportunity to pledge, we ask you 

to prayerfully consider your financial support of our 

church and its ministries and, if you are able, to submit 

your pledge before the end of the month. We understand 

that a pledge is not a bill to be collected. It is a faith 

promise and circumstances may cause a person to give 

more or less than they pledge. God blesses us for what 

we can do, and does not expect what is not possible. 

For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is G I V E N , 

and the government 

will be on 

his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 

Notes on Stewardship 

 



 

Events & Updates 

 
DEC. 1, SUNDAY 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ HANGING OF THE GREENS 

PRAY FOR SHUT-INS 
 
Dolly Fisher Silverado, Alhambra 
 
Margie Kalie Hacienda Grande, Long Beach 
 
Miyo Yokota Sunrise, Hermosa Beach 
 
Beth Moritz With her son in Pomona  

 

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS CRAFT FESTIVAL  
Join us in Cumberland Hall, after worship on Dec. 1.  

 

PROGRESS REPORT on the Search for a New Permanent Pastor 
As you read this brief word please be praying! As of writing this short piece to you we fully expect to hold a brief 

congregational meeting in December to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee.  Your Session is completing the slate of 

candidates and is seeking to get that to you for your consideration and vote within the month!   

~ Pastor Tim Fearer 
 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 
Kathy Johnson would like to thank 

everyone for the cards, prayers, support, 

help, and love extended after her brother 

Keith Fredricy passed away Oct. 10. 

 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
Warren Scott (Jerry Scott’s father) passed 

away Oct. 30. 
 
Dixie Johnston passed away Nov. 17. 

 

DEC. 8, SUNDAY CHURCH WORLD SERVICE BLANKETS  
The Mission Team will have a table for these blankets in Cumberland Hall 

after worship on Sundays: Dec. 8, 15, and 22. 
 

DEC. 9, MONDAY CIRCLE 1 CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
If you would like to join us for lunch, call Lois DeLine (562) 869-8215.  

Location is the Firestone Grill in the Embassy Suites Hotel in Downey: 8425 

Firestone Blvd.  Time: 12 noon.  If carpooling, meet at the church 11:45 a.m. 

 

DEC. 14, SATURDAY   “A CHRISTMAS DREAM” PLAY  
Alanna Regalbuto and the play crew presents this year’s 

 Christmas play on Dec. 14, 4 p.m. 

 

DEC. 22, SUNDAY CHRISTMAS CHOIR SPECIAL  
It’s beginning to look and SOUND like Christmas… 

join us 10 a.m. for a special presentation! 

 

DEC. 22, SUNDAY CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING  
Watch for bulletin inserts in December and Press article this month! 

 

DEC. 24, TUESDAY  

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE ~ 5 P.M. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE ~ 11 P.M. 
 

DEC. 25, WEDNESDAY  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
The church office will be closed. 

 

But the angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary; you have found favor 

with God. You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you are to call him 

J e su s .  

 



 

 

PEACE 
on earth and 

goodwill to 

all men.  
 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

The holiday and Christmas season is upon us.  We hope you will take the time to remember the true 

spirit and joy of giving. Coming Sunday, December 22, is our Christmas Joy Offering.   

 

Some may ask, “What is the Christmas Joy Offering?” It’s an offering used to help retired church 

workers and their spouses to maintain their independence and live modestly.  This fund is divided 

50% going to the Board of Pensions and the other 50% to the Presbyterians Racial Ethnic Schools 

and Colleges. 

 

Remember here at FPC Downey, we are a team and we hope you will prayerfully consider making a 

difference in these people’s live as we share our blessings. 

 

 

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE BLANKETS 

The Mission Team will give you an opportunity to purchase blankets as a gift from the Church World 

Service Program.  These blankets will be distributed in more than 80 countries worldwide; 

supporting the sustainable self-help development of poor people. 

 

This small but important gift will provide warmth or shelter from rain, a needed pillow, tent or cover 

for a doorway.  To a refugee or disaster victim, a Church World Service blanket provide protection 

from the weather, and something even more ~ gentle comfort of knowing that someone somewhere 

cares.  Think of what a $5.00 gift can do.  You can supply that need for others with your $5.00 gift in 

Cumberland Hall after worship on Sundays: Dec. 8, 15, and 22. 

 

May this blessing you share in many lands, in many lives, bring you peace and joy this Christmas 

Season and throughout the year.  

 

 

Mele Kalimaka 
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9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

7:30 pm Spanish  

Bible Study& 

YOUTH GROUP 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 7 pm  ALL TEAMS 

           
 

 

 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

7:30 pm Spanish  

Bible Study& 

YOUTH GROUP 

 

7 pm  DEACONS 

& ELDERS XMAS 

PARTY 

           
 

 

 

 

12 noon 

CIRCLE 1 

XMAS LUNCH 

           
 

 

 

 

9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

9 am    EDUCATION 

            HOUR 

10 am  WORSHIP 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

Thursday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Sunday 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Dec. 1 
Rosa Torres 

 

Dec. 6 
Anna Marie Brislin 

Ruth Ruckman 

 

Dec. 7 
John Persich 

 

Dec. 8 
Angel Chacon 

 

 
 
 
 

7:30 pm Spanish  

Bible Study& 

YOUTH GROUP 

 

9 am    EDUCATION 

            HOUR 

10 am  WORSHIP 

 

7:30 pm CHOIR 

 

 

7:30 pm CHOIR 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

9 am    EDUCATION 

            HOUR 

10 am  WORSHIP 

 

December 2013 

Happy Birthday! 

7PM 

MULTICULTURAL 

DANCE EXERCISE 

 

7PM 

MULTICULTURAL 

DANCE EXERCISE 

 

7PM 

MULTICULTURAL 

DANCE EXERCISE 

 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,  

and they will call him Immanuel” ~ “God with us” 

5PM FAMILY 

SERVICE 

11 PM 

CANDLELIGHT 

SERVICE 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 7:30 pm Spanish  

Bible Study& 

YOUTH GROUP 

 

 

 

Dec. 9 
Garrett Moir 

Arsani Nawwar 

 

Dec. 10 
Johanna Hernandez 

 

Dec. 11 
Daisy Garcia 

 

Dec. 13 
Tim Fearer 

 

 
 
 
 

Dec. 17 
Ryan Bare 

 

Dec. 18 
Ian Redford 

 

Dec. 21 
Marco Evangelista 

 

Dec. 22 
Rachel Stender 

 

Dec. 23 
DeAnna Regalbuto 

 
 
 
 

 

Dec. 26 
Susan Bare 

Brian Gasdia 

Sousa Nawwar 

 

Dec. 28 
Lonna Dayhoff 

 

Dec. 31 
Michael McCaughan 

 
 
 
 

 

 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

 

FAMILY XMAS 

CRAFT FESTIVAL 

 

4 PM 

CHRISTMAS 

PLAY 

 

XMAS JOY 

OFFERING 

 

9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

7:30 pm CHOIR 

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

7PM 

MULTICULTURAL 

DANCE EXERCISE 

 

MERRY 

CHRISTMAS! 

           
 

 

 

 

XMAS CHOIR 

SPECIAL 

 

7PM 

MULTICULTURAL 

DANCE EXERCISE 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 



 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Downey 

PO Box 5069, 10544 Downey Avenue 

Downey, CA 90241 (562) 861-6752 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Downey 

PO Box 5069, 10544 Downey Avenue 

Downey, CA 90241 (562) 861-6752 

 

When they saw the 

star, they rejoiced 

with exceeding 

great joy.  

DEC. 24 

TUESDAY 

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS CRAFT FESTIVAL ~ SUNDAY, DEC. 1 
Join us in Cumberland Hall, after worship on Dec. 1. A light lunch 

will be available followed by an easy Christmas craft making. 

Donations to offset costs are welcome. Helping hands are needed, 

too.  Please see Cynthia Stender. 

 

“A CHRISTMAS DREAM” PLAY ~ SAT. DEC. 14 

Alanna Regalbuto and the play crew presents this year’s 

Christmas play on Dec. 14, 4 p.m. 

 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR SPECIAL ~ SUN. DEC. 22 

It’s beginning to look and SOUND like Christmas…join us 10 a.m. 

for a special presentation! 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
FAMILY SERVICE ~ 5 P.M. 
Invite everyone to this family-friendly service 

and “get your Christmas on” early! 

 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE ~ 11 P.M. 
Join us for our Candlelight Service!   

A wonderful Christmas tradition! 

 

 

“Kids Nativity 

  & Family 

  Activity” 


