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Light is sweet;         

how pleasant to see a 

new day dawning. 
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Dear FPC Family and Friends, 

As you read these words you are beginning to recover 

from all the activity of the Christmas and New Years 

holidays.  We’ve wrapped up 2013 and are jumping into 

2014. Where does the time go?   

 

The big Christmas gift for FPC was the election 

of your Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) on 

December 22nd! The big news for 2014 will be the 

pace and success of their work as they seek and 

present to you a candidate to be your next pastor 

(whom you will elect).  Let’s hope and pray the work is 

done or just about done within this year!  See the 

article in this edition of the PRESS for more info on the 

PNC and its work.   

 

While the PNC is working steadily, they along with the 

rest of us will be worshipping regularly and going 

about the ministry of FPC.  We’ll get back into the 

Book of Acts, but not right away.  We’ll be gathering 

together again in small groups, but not right away.  

We’ll be welcoming children back into Kidz Konnection, 

but not right away.  We’ll be reconvening elders’ 

meetings, but not right away.  After the hustle and 

bustle of the holidays, we’re taking a few weeks to be 

quiet and prepare for a new season of ministry.  Pray 

for all the preparation these initial weeks of 

January will see.   

 

We’ll see you in worship on Sundays and at other times 

throughout the week! 

 

And remember to keep believing, stay steady, and be 

praying for FPC! 

 

Warmly, 

Pastor Tim 

 

 

In the event that you have not heard, I am pleased to 

announce that at a special called meeting of the congregation 

following worship on Sunday, December 22, FPC elected a 

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). 
 
The members of the PNC in alphabetical order are Lilian 

Alfaro, Shelley Diaz, Michael Duron, Ian Redford, Eric Ruckman, 

Jerry Scott, Eric Stender, Rosa Torres and Karen Trejo.  What a 

handsome crew! Your elders have done an excellent job in 

praying over, discussing, deciding and then inviting the right 

people to form a balanced and representative committee to 

seek your next pastor.     
 
First order of business for the PNC will be to select a 

chairperson and co- or vice-chairperson, organize themselves, 

assign various tasks and roles, and begin crafting a profile of 

FPC which describes who we are, where we want to go, and 

what kind of a pastor we are looking for.   
 
Pray for the PNC!  Pray that they will come together as a 

group, seek the will of God for FPC, and make steady progress 

at a good pace!   
 

 
 

 

PROGRESS REPORT 
on the Search for a New Permanent Pastor 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

By Jerry Scott, Administration & Finance Notes on Stewardship 
INVESTING IN WHAT YOU VALUE 
 
We have many choices in how we invest our time, 

talents and money. So how do we decide? Often it 

comes down to what we value. We spend time with 

our friends and neighbors because we value them 

and the time spent together. We spend time on the 

golf course because we value the practice time that 

leads to improved performance. We go to school 

and training classes because we value the learning 

so we can do our job better. We invest in the stock 

market or 401K because we value financial security. 
 
All of these are indeed valuable, worthwhile and 

important to one degree or another, but they are 

also temporal. Neighbors move, golf games fall by 

the wayside, new technology makes past learning 

obsolete and financial investments fail. 

 

Psalm 19 tells us: 
 
“The law of the LORD is perfect,  

       reviving the soul.  

       The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, 

                                    making wise the simple. 

 

 
 10 They are more precious than gold,  
       than much pure gold;  
       they are sweeter than honey,  
       than honey from the comb.” 
Scriptures tells us over and over that there are 

things of eternal value that we can invest in. Yet so 

often these are the things we take for granted, 

things we let others take care of, things that we 

don’t even think about in terms of investment. 

Sometimes faith and family take a back seat to 

those things that seem more urgent, more 

immediate, but certainly less important. 

As we look toward 2010, let’s take time to re-

examine our priorities – how we spend our time, 

talents and money – and look to invest in things of 

eternal value. 

Wishing you all a blessed 2010!  
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 The precepts of the LORD are right,  

       giving joy to the heart.  

       The commands of the LORD are radiant,  
       giving light to the eyes.  

 
9
 The fear of the LORD is pure,  

       enduring forever.  

       The ordinances of the LORD are sure  

       and altogether righteous.  

 
10

 They are more precious than gold,  

       than much pure gold;  

       they are sweeter than honey,  

       than honey from the comb.” 
 

Scriptures tells us over and over that there are things of 

eternal value that we can invest in. Yet so often these are 

the things we take for granted, things we let others take 

care of, things that we don’t even think about in terms of 

investment. Sometimes faith and family take a back seat to 

those things that seem more urgent, more immediate, but 

certainly are less important. 
 
As we look toward 2014 let’s take time to re-examine our 

priorities – how we spend our time, talents and money – 

and look to invest in things of eternal value. 
 
 

Wishing you all  

a blessed 2014! 
 

 

 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP DISPLAYED                  MONTHLY INCOME & EXPENSES: 2013 

 
               

MONTH 

                  

INCOME 

             

EXPENSES 

                            

NET INC/ (EXP) 

                                

Y-T-D INCOME 

                               

Y-T-D EXPENSES 

Y-T-D NET 

INC/(EXP) 

SEPT. 25,669 26,962 (1,243) 239,417 250,566 (11,149) 

OCT.  24,097 22,790 1,307 263,514 273,355 (9,841) 

NOV. 20,223 23, 126 (2,903) 283,737 296,481 (12,744) 

 
THE CHURCH HAS HAD TO TRANSFER $19,000 TO COVER OPERATING BUDGET EXPENSES FOR 2013. 



 

Events & Updates 

 

 

 

PRAY FOR SHUT-INS 
 
Dolly Fisher  

Silverado, Alhambra 
   
Margie Kalie  

Hacienda Grande, Long Beach 
   
Miyo Yokota  

Sunrise, Hermosa Beach 
   
Beth Moritz  

With her son in Pomona  

 

 

CIRCLE 1 BIBLE STUDY 
Circle 1 is a small Bible study and fellowship 

group which meets the 2nd Monday of the 

month at 2 p.m. in the church library.  Our 

next meeting will be Monday, January 13, 

2014.  We are beginning a new study of 

"Jonah, Joel & Amos".  To enhance our study 

we will use a book by the same name.  

Bonnie Symonds will lead the first lesson 

"Jonah's Disobedience and Prayer" from 

Jonah, Chapters 1 and 2. 

 

We welcome anyone to join us.  For more 

information, please call Lois DeLine, 562-869-

8215. 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 
On behalf of my entire family, we 

would like to thank our friends 

from FPC Downey for their 

prayers, cards and kind notes of 

sympathy expressed at the 

passing of our father and 

grandfather, Warren "Scotty" 

Scott. Your ongoing support and 

love is precious to us. 

 

With love and thanks, 

 Jerry Scott Family 

Jerry, Amy, Josh and Emily 

 

 

“LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME…” 

 
Then Jesus called for the children and said to the disciples, “Let the children 

come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like 

these children.” Luke 18:16 
 
KIDZ KONNECTION is a great outreach to the community by being an after-school 

program for 1st to 8th graders. The students get help with homework and tutoring on 

Math, Science, English, Music, Art, and more. Their parents are happy to see their 

child’s progress and improvement!  Registration forms are now available at the church 

office.  The Spring semester begins Monday, Feb. 3, 2014. 
 
This is a great way to help and make a difference in the lives of these children. 

VOLUNTEER TUTORS ARE MUCH NEEDED so more kids can participate in the 

program. What about making this a short-term small group serving opportunity?  Or a  

ministry team’s local mission project?  Or someone you know might benefit from the 

blessing of being a volunteer tutor or what we call SUPERHEROES! 
 
PLEASE CONTACT NORMA GALVAN AT (562) 861-6754. 

She’ll tell you more about how God is moving through Kidz 

Konnection children and parents from the community and 

volunteer tutors who make it possible.  Special thanks to our 

    current and future volunteer tutors!   



 

   

 Dear Friends,  

 

“Let’s do this every year!” is what I heard 

on the day (and many times since) when we 

held our first all staff Payap University 

Christmas Sports Community Celebration 

Day here in Chiang Mai, Thailand. All staff 

(from the interim president to security and 

housekeeping) were divided into six teams 

for a classic Thai school sports day. Each 

team had a designated color, and created a 

dazzling parade including a drum major, 

and then sat in a cheering section, yelling 

support for their teams’ competitors 

throughout the day, ending with a cheer 

section choreography competition. The 

parade costumes were over the top and the 

cheering amazing. The traditional sports 

were great fun, including a burlap sack 

race, 5 person-6 legs race, rolling a tire with 

a stick, and having to help a blindfolded 

teammate run to and hit an object. 

Throughout the event names were drawn 

for prizes which included bicycles, 

 

, microwaves, a tent, and two strands of 

gold (of great interest to everyone). The 

whole day was a blast. One attendee 

proclaimed the day the best event he’s ever 

attended at Payap. It was full of smiles, 

laughter, fun, relaxing, and enjoying one 

another immensely. For more photos check 

out this link --  

 

I believe that God was working through 

your prayers and ours during our November 

month of prayer to make the day possible 

and to fill it with such joy and love. The 

past year and a half have been tough in the 

absence of a president (we have an 

excellent interim, but need a strong, capable 

CONTINUED ON  

THE NEXT PAGE… 

 

microwaves, a tent, and two strands of gold (of 

great interest to everyone). The whole day was a 

blast. One attendee proclaimed the day the best 

event he’s ever attended at Payap. It was full of 

smiles, laughter, fun, relaxing, and enjoying one 

another immensely.  

 

I believe that God was working through your 

prayers and ours during our November month of 

prayer to make the day possible and to fill it 

with such joy and love. The past year and a half 

have been tough in the absence of a president 

(we have an excellent interim, but need a strong, 

capable leader for this time of challenge). Many 

commented on how much we needed such a day 

to increase our affection for one another and for 

our school. Thank you for your prayers. After 

sports we moved to the chapel for a creative 

rendition of the nativity (including dances from 

4 of the 10 ASEAN nations) presented by about 

60 students (most of whom are not Christian!) 

for our Christmas worship service  

 

A Letter from FPC Missionary, 

Esther Wakeman 

 



 

 

 

  

 Payap offers these kinds of creative ways to share the story of God’s love with 

our students. After worship we honored Thailand’s King Bhumipol Adulyadej on 

the occasion of his majesty’s 86th birthday by releasing 86 small hot air “kom 

loy,” and then hundreds of students, staff and their families enjoyed a feast of 

yummy food and desserts. Students and staff children also had a chance to play 

some games and win prizes (including warm blankets for our cold nights this 

season). Our hope is that all will absorb the joy and generosity of God’s love 

through this celebration of Jesus’ birth. One student told me, “we should do this 

once a month!”  

 

Please continue to pray that Payap’s leadership will have clarity and courage for 

the changes we need to make to fulfill God’s purposes for us at this time. 

Thailand is suffering deep political tension, and we are called to develop leaders 

for real peacemaking and for strengthening civil society for the rigors of 

responsible political participation. Also pray for our new Board of Trustees in 

their search for our new president. The job is huge.  

 

What a perfect gift we have been given in Christ. May we experience more 

deeply the reality of Immanuel, God with us, during this season and throughout 

the coming year. Thank you for your part in what God is doing at Payap 

University in Chiang Mai, Thailand . Please prayerfully consider a year-end gift 

to this ministry that is changing lives. Your support not only provides inspiration 

for me, it is also the fuel that enables this work to continue. Thank you for all 

you do.  

 
Rev. Esther Wakeman, Ph.D. 

Assistant to the President, Spiritual & Community Life 

Payap University  

Chiang Mai 50000 Thailand 
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Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

7:30 pm Spanish  

Bible Study& 

YOUTH GROUP 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

7 pm  ALL TEAMS 

           
 

 

 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

7:30 pm Spanish  

Bible Study& 

YOUTH GROUP 

 

7 pm  DEACONS  

           
 

 

 

 

2pm 

CIRCLE 1 

BIBLE STUDY 

           
 

 

 

 9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

9 am    EDUCATION 

            HOUR 

10 am  WORSHIP 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

Thursday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Sunday 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Jan. 1 
Illary Aragon 

Deloris Sauder 

 

Jan. 5 
Dora Correa 

 

Jan. 6 
Michael Persico 

 

Jan. 10 
Bill Willis 

 

Jan. 16 
Troy Gauge 

 
 
 
 

7:30 pm Spanish  

Bible Study& 

YOUTH GROUP 

 

9 am    EDUCATION 

            HOUR 

10 am  WORSHIP 

 

7:30 pm CHOIR 

 

 

7:30 pm CHOIR 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

9 am    EDUCATION 

            HOUR 

10 am  WORSHIP 

 

Happy Birthday! 

7PM 

MULTICULTURAL 

DANCE EXERCISE 

 

7PM 

MULTICULTURAL 

DANCE EXERCISE 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 7:30 pm Spanish  

Bible Study& 

YOUTH GROUP 

 

9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

7:30 pm CHOIR 

 

 

7PM 

MULTICULTURAL 

DANCE EXERCISE 

 

7PM 

MULTICULTURAL 

DANCE EXERCISE 

 

 

7 pm  SESSION  

           
 

 

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

7:30 pm CHOIR 

 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 
7:30 pm Spanish  

Bible Study& 

YOUTH GROUP 

 

 

9 am    EDUCATION 

            HOUR 

10 am  WORSHIP 

 

Jan. 17 
Karen McLintock 

 

Jan. 22 
Annie Chacon 

Evelyn Ruckman 

 

Jan. 23 
Colin Spence 

 

Jan. 24 
Marc McCaughan 

 

Jan. 25 
Hani Nawwar 

Farid Nawwar 

 
 
 

Jan. 26 
Kyle Bare 

 

Jan. 27 
Cynthia Stender 
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PO Box 5069, 10544 Downey Avenue 
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 Speaking of new… 
 

 

We wanted our PRESS newsletter readers to know what’s new. 

 

We have NEW MEMBERS:  

 
  Henry Pedroza  Cressida Henderson 

  Damaris Chacon  Gary Trejo 

 

NEWLY BAPTIZED: Damaris Chacon 
 

We have NEW OFFICERS: 

 
ELDERS: CLASS 2014  CLASS  2016 

Cheryl McCaughan Lilian Alfaro 

Gustavo Garcia 

Cynthia Stender 

 

DEACONS: CLASS 2016 

Rebecca Greving 

Paula Montoya 

Katherine Ruckman 

Bonnie Symonds 

 

 


