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Ministry Musings 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS NEXT? 
 

As a result of getting new furniture 

donated for my office I had to clean 

out all my cupboards, files and 

drawers. It was hard work but 

actually produced some unexpected 

positive results. Going through files 

and piles I came across a lot of 

documents from my first few years at 

FPC.  There were a lot of documents 

that just needed to be tossed! They 

were either too old to be helpful or 

they are no longer necessary because 

of electronic files.  What a mess! But it 

was also very encouraging.  Many of 

them were documents outlining 

dreams and goals for future ministry.  

And with few exceptions we have 

seen the dreams come true and 

reached the goals we established. It 

caused me to stop and give thanks 

and worship the Lord for all he has 

done through us.  In 2005 the Session 

and the congregation embraced a 

multicultural vision to intentionally 

reach out to the very changed 

community that Downey is and today 

that vision is a reality. We have also 

repaired and updated much of our 

facility and rather than being used 

mostly on Sunday, our facility is being 

used 7 days a week. We are a 

transformed congregation! 

 

So I asked the Session at our April 

Session meeting—what is next? We 

could easily sit back and relax and 

celebrate all that we have 

accomplished. But transformation is 

an ongoing process. As individual 

believers and as a church we need to 

continue to transform.  The very same 

week the Session discussed this 

question an opportunity was 

presented to us by the leaders of our 

presbytery. The Session of FPC has 

question an opportunity was presented to us by the leaders of our 

presbytery. The Session of FPC has discussed and determined that 

we will take advantage of this opportunity to help answer the 

question, “What is next?” 

 

The program has four phases and involves the congregation as 

well as the leaders and the staff. You will be hearing a lot more 

about this in the weeks to come. Be praying for our leaders and 

our congregation as we use this opportunity to discern where God 

is leading us next.  And, be ready to participate and be part of the 

process, and, to be transformed! God is not through with us yet. 

 

There will be a meeting on Tuesday, June 12, at 7 p.m. Everyone 

interested in the future of FPC needs to attend. 
 



BENEVOLENCE AND GOD'S BLESSING  

FOR EACH OF US    by Elizabeth Chacon 
 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread 

from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out 

and gather enough for that day”... When the Israelites saw 

it, they said to each other, “What is it?” for they did not 

know what it was. Moses said to them, “This is the food that 

the LORD has given you to eat.” Exodus 16:4, 14-15 

 

“Taking the five loaves and two fish, He looked up to 

heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves...” Mark 6:41 

 

Have you ever been cooking dinner or shopping at the 

grocery store and envied the ancient Israelites who God 

blessed with manna and quail every night and morning for 

all their years of weary travel in the desert? Speaking as 

the person most responsible for dinner in my house, I can 

say that there are many nights (and quite a few mornings) 

that I often wish that God would send down dinner or 

breakfast which I only had to collect and never store!  

 

Some of us will also have had the moment to reflect on 

Jesus' solution to the need for food for all those who were 

following him into the wilderness. We have felt like the 

Israelites who accused Moses of trying to kill them by 

taking them from their “comfortable” homes and into the 

wilderness, where they had no way to live and care for their 

loved ones. And, we have felt confused and desperate like 

the disciples who Jesus asked to feed 5,000 with only five 

loaves and two fish.  

 

Looking back over the early years when my husband and I 

were just establishing ourselves and our young family, I am 

surprised at how far our loaves and fishes stretched. I can 

see now that God was supplying what we needed, when we 

needed it: through friends and family, neighbors and even 

strangers. Have you seen God's hand in your life blessing 

what you have so that it becomes all that you need? 

 

For the past four years, I have been blessed to work with a 

ministry called Manna for Life. They are a food bank 

dedicated to helping everyone they touch learn that God is 

actively working in their lives, today, to pour out blessings 

– edible ones. They receive high quality food from Trader 

Joe's and other local grocery stores. They freeze and 

refrigerate the food in accordance with state and county 

laws, and then use it to feed the hungry. More than half of  

 

the food goes to Christian half-way houses, shelters and 

group homes. The remainder of the food is distributed to 

the food goes to Christian half-way houses, shelters and 

group homes. The remainder of the food is distributed to 

churches who work with them to collect $30 per box to make 

the food available for those who need or want it. This 

money is used to pay for all of Manna For Life costs related 

to collecting, storing and distributing the food. 

 

I can hear you saying: great feeding the hungry is a 

wonderful and worthy cause, but what does it have to do 

with me (wait a minute does she need volunteers?) Actually, 

the funny part is, I do not need volunteers – I need the 

hungry! I need people who think that their food budget is 

too small, or that feel that they wish they had more to feed 

their families. I need those who want to invite others to 

share food with them but who cannot bear the added 

expense. I want those who want to give more but who 

worry they cannot afford to. I would like to talk to YOU 

about how this blessing from God can be poured out in your 

life and in the lives of others. I want you to know that God 

has a plan for you, that HE has good blessings for your life 

and that there is no shame in wanting or needing that help. 

After all, God provides even the air we breathe, the world 

under our feet and never expects us to be ashamed of those 

blessings. 

 

Please consider this blessing of the ministry of food and 

think about how it can help you and others. Then call me or 

find me at church. Let's talk about what God has right now 

that can bless you. Sometimes, just like the Israelites 

wandering in the desert, we have been blessed and just do 

not know it. God is pouring down blessing of all sorts and 

we are asking “What IS it?” It is my prayer that we will all 

be blessed with clear vision of all that God does for us every 

day, and that we may be filled to overflowing with praise 

and gratitude for His presence in our lives every minute of 

every day and passing the blessing on to others. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
by Pastor Candie Blankman 

 

 

Updates  

                 

MONTH 

                  

INCOME 

             

EXPENSES 

                            

NET INC/ (EXP) 

                                

Y-T-D INCOME 

                               

Y-T-D EXPENSES 

Y-T-D NET 

INC/(EXP) 

APR. 25,866 32,487 (6,621) 129,317 120,705 8,612 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP DISPLAYED                   MONTHLY INCOME & EXPENSES: 2012 

 

A gift of $28,250.00 for Student Ministry and Music Ministry Staff was transferred in whole during January  

           and will be expensed at one twelfth per month January through December 2012. 

 

 

PRAY FOR SHUT-INS 
 
Dolly Fisher, Silverado Sr. Living, Alhambra 

Margie Kalie, Hacienda Grande, Long Beach 

Lorraine Lucas Park Terrace, Rancho Sta. Margarita 

Marjorie McDonnell, Residential Manor, Fullerton 

Miyo Yokota, Sunrise Senior Living, Hermosa Beach 

KIDZ KONNECTION SUMMER TOUR on 

July 10-13, is four days of fun and learning for kids 

1st to 8th grade.  More details to come!  Adult 

volunteers are needed.  For more info, call Alaina 

Niemann or Alfredo Delgado (562) 861-6752. 

 

FAMILY CAMP will be on August 5-11 at Forest 

Home, just 30 miles east of Redlands located in 

Mill Creek Canyon at the foothills of San 

Bernardino Mountain.  Space is very limited so you 

need to register as soon as possible. A deposit is 

required. Final payment is due. But other 

arrangements can be made if you call Forest Home 

and talk to Nancy Marvich (909) 389-4488.  Info 

and packets are available at the church office.  We 

have two spaces with deposit already paid 

($250). Talk to Candie or Alfredo if you 

would like to have these spots. 
 

 

  

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
To Michael McCaughan, who graduated Friday May 11, 2012 from 

Medical School at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, 

Virginia. Michael Scott McCaughan, MD.!  He will start his 

anesthesiology residency at University of Michigan July 1, 2012.   

 

The celebrations will continue on June 3, when Michael will marry 

Kristie Nohl at Kirk in the Hills Presbyterian Church in Bloomfield, 

Michigan. 

 

Also, congratulations to Marc McCaughan, who has been accepted 

to the Atlantic Veterinary College at University of Prince Edward 

Island, PEI, Canada. He leaves for Canada in August to start four 

years of veterinary medicine study for his DVM. 

 

Congratulations to the proud parents, Gary and 

Patty McCaughan and grandmother, Kathy 

McCaughan! 

 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
 
Winifred Chappelle (former member  

from the 60’s) died April 23, 2012.  

 

Eileen Willis died Saturday, April 28, 2012. 
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NOTES ON STEWARDSHIP        by Jerry Scott, Administration & Finance 
  

 

Giving Humbly and Generously 

Toward the end of King David’s reign in Israel, he determined to build a temple for the Ark of 

the Covent, a place for God’s presence, a place for worship. But God spoke to him and said that 

because he was a warrior and had blood on his hands, he would not be the one to build the 

Temple.  That task would fall to his son, Solomon. 

 

Yet David’s heart was for God, so, forbidden to build the Temple, he began to collect resources 

for his son. He gave generously from his own purse and appealed to the people to give to God 

as well. King David was overwhelmed by the response of the people and then prayed… 

 

"But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as 

generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what 

comes from your hand. We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our 

forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. O LORD our God, 

as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for 

your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.  I know, 

my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things 

have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how 

willingly your people who are here have given to you. O LORD, God of our fathers 

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep this desire in the hearts of your people forever, 

and keep their hearts loyal to you.” (1 Chronicles 29:14-18) 

 

David and the people of Israel gave humbly, recognizing that all their gifts, in fact, all they had, 

came from the hand of God. Only through His blessings were they able to give generously. And, 

they gave generously. Solomon lacked nothing when he began to build the Temple. 

 

David also prayed that the people’s heart would forever be loyal and generous toward their 

God. 

Like the people of Israel, we are also blessed. And like everyone, all we have comes from the 

hand of God. Now God calls us to ministry and calls us to give so that His purposes for those we 

serve are accomplished. Let us also decide to give humbly and generously. 

 

“Everything comes from you, 

and we have given you only what comes from your hand.” 
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OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

7:30 pm    Choir 

 

 

 

9 am  PRAYER 
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7 pm  SESSION 

           
 

 

 

 

7 pm    Spanish  
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JUNE 9 

Lon Dayhoff 

Andrew Perez- 

     Renteria 
 
JUNE 10 

Marjoie Marie Hale 
 
JUNE 13 

Cecelia Crane 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 

  

7 pm    Spanish  

            Bible Study 

            ELEKTUS 

 

6:30 am  PRAYER 

 

FATHER’S DAY 

 

 

JUNE 1 

Lauren McCaughan 
 
JUNE 3 

Alfredo Delgado 

Robert Quillin 
 
JUNE 4 

Antonio Garcia 
 
JUNE 8 

Karen Trejo 
 
 

 

 

 

JUNE 16 

Scott Barnes 

Alison Durkee 

Glenda Kelpin 
 
JUNE 18 

Noreen Gasdia 
 
JUNE 20 

Elizabeth Evangelista 

Clarice Joy 
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JUNE 23 

Richard Reed 

Brian Regalbuto 
 
JUNE 27 

Dar Harris 
 
JUNE 29 

Janet Valdez 
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Shirley Potter 

Chamine Spence 
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Events 

  

  

First Presbyterian Church of Downey 

PO Box 5069, 10544 Downey Avenue 

Downey, CA 90241 (562) 861-6752 

 

SENIOR APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 
We are honoring our seniors at a luncheon on June 9, from 

12noon to 1:30 p.m. in Cumberland Hall.  After a Hawaiian-

inspired lunch, we will have some entertainment featuring 

our church talent and then a picture slide show of past 

church events.  If you have any questions, call luncheon 

host, Brian Johnson at (562) 928-0646. 

 June 9 

  

 June 11 

  

WALK FOR LIFE is on Saturday, June 2 at 9 a.m. in Furman 

Park. For more info, contact Living Help Center at (562) 923-4357. 
 

 June 2 

  

  

 June  

 
17 

  

 June 15 

  

   CIRCLE 1 BIBLE STUDY will meet on Monday,  

June 11, at 2:30 p.m. in the Parlor Room. Jeannette Savage will be leading  

the study.  Any questions, contact Lois DeLine at (562) 869-8215.   
 

 June 12 

  

WHAT’S NEXT? There will be a meeting on Tuesday, June 12, at 7 p.m. 

Everyone interested in the future of FPC needs to attend. 
 

     HALL OF FAME PUPPET SHOW  Join us for a musical and storytelling based 

  on the Bible. The Solid Rock Construction Company is on their 2012 Tour and we are privileged to have them at 

First Presbyterian Church. When: Friday June 15, 2012 at 7 pm.  Where: Cumberland Hall and Church Sanctuary  
What will they do: They will be in Cumberland Hall from 7pm- 7:30 pm for Balloon Twisting (Ballooning) and from 7:40-

8:25pm in the sanctuary presenting their Hall of Fame Show.  What we need to do: Bring neighbors, friends and family who 

have no church home.  Light refreshments will be served after the show in Cumberland Hall.  For more information, contact 

Miguel Almena (818) 486-4870 or Alfredo Delgado (562) 861-6752. 
 


