
 

 

 

 

 

Values 

Worship God, 

Grow in faith, 

Live in love, 

Serve the world. 

 

 

Mission 

To know Christ and  

make Christ known  

by creating life changing  

opportunities to… 
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First Presbyterian Church of Downey  
Newsletter Volume 29, Issue 3 
 

Vision 

We are a multicultural 

Christian community 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS will take place on March 11, 2 a.m.    

Don’t forget to turn your clocks one hour forward (as in “Spring 

Forward”) on March 10, Saturday evening before you turn in. 
 



 
by Pastor Candie Blankman 

 

 

By Pastor Candie Blankman 

 

Ministry Musings 

GIVING UP LONG-HELD BELIEFS FOR LENT 
You are probably wondering if there is a misprint here.  Is 

Pastor Blankman writing about giving up long-held beliefs for 

Lent? No misprint. It is time. The older I get and  the more I 

learn the more I realize there are a lot of things that I have 

thought and believed that I have to take another look at, and, 

if the evidence is sufficient, I have to be willing to give up 

what I used to think and believe.  Sometimes it is our most 

cherished and deeply held beliefs that need the most 

scrutiny.  Beliefs, like precious metals, tend to calcify over 

time—beliefs collect other beliefs and attract attitudes and 

lead to actions that further reinforce belief. We can end up 

living and acting on beliefs that are so corroded by all that 

has attached to them that the initial conviction is hardly 

recognizable anymore. The more publicly hailed the belief the 

more likely it could have been calcified, co-opted.  Sometimes 

we have inherited these beliefs without any careful 

examination in the first place.   
 
As I study and prepare sermons for Lent and Easter I am 

being challenged to rethink the meaning of the resurrection. 

It is one of our essential tenets of the Reformed 

(Presbyterians are a part of this theological tradition) faith. 

Jesus died and rose again. It is what we anticipate throughout 

Lent. It is why we reflect on our own sin during Lent. It is why 

we call Friday “good,” even though it was very bad for Jesus 

and his followers, and it is why we can hardly wait to get to 

Easter morning. Jesus did not stay dead! He was raised to life 

again!  
 
Am I suggesting we give up our belief in the resurrection? 

Absolutely not! After years of study and living with people 

who doubt it, deny it, laugh at it, don’t care about it, I believe 

in it more than ever. But my current studying and living with 

people at all stages of belief and unbelief is forcing me to 

rethink what resurrection of Jesus really means. I have come 

to the realization that it means so much more than I have 

ever understood before. My particular upbringing, and the 

evangelical culture I was so immersed in for so long, like 

oxygen on metal, calcified and significantly limited my 

understanding of the expansiveness of Christ’s resurrection.  

In a cultural quagmire of egocentrism and “it’s all about me” 

thinking, Jesus’ death and resurrection has been interpreted 

by a many Christians as all about their own personal 

 

In a cultural quagmire of egocentrism and “it’s all about me” 

thinking, Jesus’ death and resurrection has been interpreted 

by a many Christians as all about their own personal 

salvation. It is about personal salvation, but it is not ALL about 

personal salvation.  
 
When we get stuck at this belief level—that the resurrection 

is all about our own personal ticket to heaven—we miss out 

almost entirely on the greater purpose of God sending his Son 

into the world. From the beginning with Abraham in Genesis, 

to Jesus in the gospels, the purpose of God has been a cosmic 

one—an all encompassing plan to save the cosmos. God 

created all things good. All things were distorted by 

humankind’s rebellion against God—sin. And since the 

moment that rebellion took effect God has been at work to 

reclaim and reconcile and re-create his good creation—

heaven and earth and all that is in them. I am learning that 

what I believe about the resurrection, rightly or wrongly, 

affects so much.  God is about the business of reclaiming his 

rule and reign over all of his creation.   
Let me bring it down to Moses. Reading and studying the 

Exodus story it is possible to come away thinking that the 

exodus was all about God saving Israel from slavery in Egypt 

and bringing them to a good and plentiful land. Or, a little 

wider angle lens causes a person to see the exodus as a 

forecast of the salvation story of the New Testament when all 

those persons who put their faith and trust in God’s promises 

are saved. Both of these are part of God’s saving plan but they 

are not the whole of God’s plan. 
 
In the coming weeks we will be studying together about the 

meaning and significance of the Exodus story. More 

importantly, we will be using this experience to prepare us for 

a much deeper and bigger understanding of the New 

Testament “exodus story”—God sending his Son to reclaim 

his creation—everything—for our benefit and for his glory. 

Don’t miss out on this chance to give up some long-held belief 

that might be keeping you from seeing the greater purpose of 

God for the world and for you! 
 

 

 

 



 After four years of shared ministry George Leiva resigned in 

August to take a job in South Korea. He is one of several 

gifted people the Lord has brought to First Presbyterian 

Church of Downey to help lead our young people.  We are 

thankful that we also have had a great team of adult 

volunteers working with our students. David Melby-Gibbons, 

Janet Valdez, Peace Nouatin, Franklin Ndeffo, and Carolina 

Delgado all provides support for George and the student 

ministries programs in 2011.  Peace and Franklin moved to 

Houston in the fall. David Melby-Gibbons’ term ended in 

December.  The Session and Christian Education are in a time 

of evaluation and planning for the longer term leadership of 

our student ministries. In the meantime, the Lord has 

provided transitional leadership for our program.  Janet and 

Carolina continue as volunteers and below you will meet our 

new part-time Student Ministries director for this time of 

transition. 

 

Name:  Miguel Almena  Age: 32  

 

How did you get involve in Elektus Student 

Ministries? Wow. It's a long story but to make a long story 

short I was approached by Pastor Alfredo Delgado to help 

Elektus. Since then we have developed a lasting relationship 

through God's blessing.  

 

What’s your favorite part about student ministries? 

It's difficult to put into words how diverse and energized 

students are and when they apply themselves to knowing 

God it's amplified ten-fold. That is what excites me about 

student ministries.  Anything is possible.  

 

Favorite Bible verse:  John 3:16 (of course) and Hebrews 

13:2 “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so 

doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without 

knowing it.” 

Favorite song:  Too much too really narrow down but I do 

enjoy Latin Jazz 

Favorite sports team: LA Lakers 

Favorite TV show:  I'm a closet Nerd so Star Trek is my 

favorite show 

Favorite hobby:  Playing Music  

Favorite movie:  The Shawshank Redemption  

On my free time I enjoy: spending an afternoon with my 

fiance at the beach 

Something most people wouldn’t know about you:  When I 

was 16 I won a scholarship from the Starburst Candy 

Corporation for a commercial I designed.  It was aired on both 

Latin and American Television Networks. 

What is one thing you feel everyone should know about you:  

I believe that creativity given from God has the potential to 

Favorite Bible verse:  John 3:16 (of course) and Hebrews 

13:2 “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so 

doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without 

knowing it.” 

 

Favorite song:  Too much too really narrow down but I do 

enjoy Latin Jazz 

 

Favorite sports team: LA Lakers 

 

Favorite TV show:  I'm a closet Nerd so Star Trek is my 

favorite show 

 

Favorite hobby:  Playing Music  

 

Favorite movie:  The Shawshank Redemption  

 

On my free time I enjoy: Spending an afternoon with my 

fiance at the beach 

 

Something most people wouldn’t know about you: 

 When I was 16 I won a scholarship from the Starburst Candy 

Corporation for a commercial I designed.  It was aired on both 

Latin and American Television Networks. 

 

What is one thing you feel everyone should know 

about you: I believe that creativity given from God has the 

potential to change the world.  If I can spark a youth's 

imagination then I feel I've done my job.  
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Christian Fellowship Time 

“BETTER TOGETHER” 
 

In challenging times the best thing is to 

have the support of family and friends.  

For this reason  Divino Salvador Church in 

Los Angeles, Nueva Vida in Whittier and 

First Presbyterian Church of Downey  

have decided to come together to share 

our lives during the months of February, 

March and April.  

 

In each one of these months, we will visit 

one of these churches to worship and 

study the Bible together. We will provide 

special activities for youth and children 

as well. The adults will have a joint Bible 

study and fellowship time. The host 

church will provide a light dinner.  

 

Schedule for March and April: 

 

Day: March 23, 2012 at 7 pm  

Nueva Vida Presbyterian Church 

Address:     6030 El Rancho Drive  

      Whittier, CA 90606  

Phone #     (562) 756-7853  

 

Day: Friday April 27, 2012 at 7 pm  

Downey Presbyterian Church 

Address :     10544 Downey Ave  

       Downey CA, 90241  

Phone #     (562) 861-6752 

 

 

multicultural 

  

LAUREL CANYON NATURE HIKE 
Our Multicultural Team invites our congregation to be part of a very 

exciting day of local hiking. It will be a day to be closer to nature as well 

as to our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We will gather at our main 

church parking lot at 9 am on March 24. 

 

When:   March 24, 2012 9am -3pm 

Where:  Mulholland Drive &  Laurel Canyon Boulevard 

What to bring: Every family or individual is expected to bring his/her 

own lunch and drinks. Comfortable clothes and shoes.   

 

For more information please contact Alfredo Delgado or Frida Aguilar. 

 

CAMINATA EN LA NATURALEZA DE LAUREL CANYON  
Nuestro equipo Multicultural extiende una invitación a nuestra 

congregación para un día emocionante de caminata en la naturaleza. Este 

será un día para estar más cerca de la naturaleza así como también de 

nuestros hermanos y hermanas en Cristo. Nos reuniremos en el 

estacionamiento principal de nuestra iglesia  el 24 de marzo a las 9 am. 

 

Cuando:  Marzo 24, 2012 9 am -3pm 

Donde:  Mulholland Drive & Laurel Canyon Boulevard 

Que traer: Cada familia o individuo debe traer su propio almuerzo y 

bebidas. Ropa cómoda y zapatos apropiados para el día. 

 

Para mayor información contactar a Alfredo Delgado o Frida Aguilar. 
 

ministries 

  

     

 



NOTES ON STEWARDSHIP        by Jerry Scott, Administration & Finance 
  

 

Giving Humbly and Generously 

Toward the end of King David’s reign in Israel, he determined to build a temple for the Ark of 

the Covent, a place for God’s presence, a place for worship. But God spoke to him and said that 

because he was a warrior and had blood on his hands, he would not be the one to build the 

Temple.  That task would fall to his son, Solomon. 

 

Yet David’s heart was for God, so, forbidden to build the Temple, he began to collect resources 

for his son. He gave generously from his own purse and appealed to the people to give to God 

as well. King David was overwhelmed by the response of the people and then prayed… 

 

"But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as 

generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what 

comes from your hand. We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our 

forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. O LORD our God, 

as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for 

your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.  I know, 

my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things 

have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how 

willingly your people who are here have given to you. O LORD, God of our fathers 

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep this desire in the hearts of your people forever, 

and keep their hearts loyal to you.” (1 Chronicles 29:14-18) 

 

David and the people of Israel gave humbly, recognizing that all their gifts, in fact, all they had, 

came from the hand of God. Only through His blessings were they able to give generously. And, 

they gave generously. Solomon lacked nothing when he began to build the Temple. 

 

David also prayed that the people’s heart would forever be loyal and generous toward their 

God. 

Like the people of Israel, we are also blessed. And like everyone, all we have comes from the 

hand of God. Now God calls us to ministry and calls us to give so that His purposes for those we 

serve are accomplished. Let us also decide to give humbly and generously. 

 

“Everything comes from you, 

and we have given you only what comes from your hand.” 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 SERMON SERIES: EXODUS: THE GOD WHO DELIVERS 

Mar. 4  Exodus 3:11-4:17 God’s Provision for Fear 

Mar. 11  Guest Preacher  Rev. Elizabeth Aguilar 

Mar. 18   Exodus 4:18-31  The Problem of a Hard Heart 

Mar. 25   Exodus 4:1-23  When It Gets Worse 

Read ahead on these verses and come to Sunday morning worship 

for a deeper study and understanding.   
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
April 1  Palm Sunday, 10 a.m. 
 
April 6    Good Friday (bilinguall)  

  7:00 p.m. 
 
April 8  Early Morning Service, 6:30 a.m. 

  Easter Sunday Worship, 10 a.m. 

 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN A SMALL GROUP! 

 DAY    LOCATION    LEADER 

 Sunday 7pm   Church Parlor    Michael Duron 

 Monday 7:30pm   Church Parlor    Pat Ray 

 Tuesday 7pm   Johnson’s      Brian and Kathy Johnson 

 Wednesday 730pm  Various Homes    Amy Scott / Kandice Milloy 

 Thursday 10 am  Church Parlor    Pastors 

 Friday 7pm (Spanish)    Cumberland Hall   Alfredo Delgado 

Call the church office and give your name and which day/group you want to join.  The leader will contact you. 

 

UPDATES & EVENTS 

 

PRAY FOR SHUT-INS 
 
Dolly Fisher, Silverado Sr. Living, Alhambra   Margie Kalie, Hacienda Grande, Long Beach 

Lorraine Lucas Park Terrace, Rancho Sta. Margarita   Marjorie McDonnell, Residential Manor, Fullerton 

Miyo Yokota, Sunrise Senior Living, Hermosa Beach   Jean Pearce, South Gate (at her home) 
 
 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES 
Virginia Parsons passed away on Feb. 1. 

Marion Perumean passed away Feb. 13. Memorial will be held at FPCD on March 17, 11 a.m. 

Rosa Lily-Slaughter passed away Feb. 21.  Memorial was held at FPCD Feb. 29. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
               

MONTH 

                  

INCOME 

             

EXPENSES 

                            

NET INC/ (EXP) 

                                

Y-T-D INCOME 

                               

Y-T-D EXPENSES 

Y-T-D NET 

INC/(EXP) 

JAN. 58,889 29,432 29,457 58,889 29,432 29,457 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP DISPLAYED                   MONTHLY INCOME & EXPENSES: 2012 

 

A gift of $28,250.00 for Student Ministry and Music Ministry Staff was transferred in whole during January  

           and will be expensed at one twelfth per month January through December 2012. 

 

 

April 8 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink (Matthew 25:35). 
 
It has been two years since the January 2010 earthquake in Haiti.  Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing which provides funding 

(PHP) Presbyterian Hunger Program, (PDA) Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and (SDOP) Self-Development of People, made it 

possible for the Presbyterian Church (USA) to participate in the rescue and rebuilding of Haiti almost as soon as heard news of the 

quake. 
 
Jesus used fish and fishermen in a pivotal role throughout his earthly ministry. They provided both physical and spiritual food for 

the people.  Just as in biblical times, the fishing industry today provides jobs and food for many. This is especially true in 

Plaquermines Parish Louisiana, home to the the South Plaquermine United Fisheries Cooperative, Determined to rebuild their 

lives after Hurricane Katrina,  this multiracial group of long time shrimpers, crabbers, and fishermen may have been down, but 

they are not out. 
 
Grants from the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) make a real difference in the lives of people. Your gifts to the OGHS offering 

allows PHP to make a difference through grants that changed lives in this country and in countries around the world. 
 
With your gift to One Hour of Great Sharing, you share in the joy of helping people help themselves. Please plant seeds of hope 

by giving generously and watch God give the growth. 
 

MarCH 12 

CIRCLE 1 BIBLE STUDY will meet on Monday, March 12 at 2:30 pm in the Parlor Room.   

Contact Lois DeLine: (562) 869-8215   
 

August 5-12 

FAMILY CAMP Info & packets are available in the church office (562) 861-6752. 
 

April 8 

EASTER EGGSTRAVANZA at 9 a.m. on the Church Lawn before Easter Sunday Worship.   

All ages are welcome! There will be Children’s Activities, Egg Hunt, crafts, and story.   

A lite breakfast will be available.  Volunteers are needed.   

Please contact Cynthia Stender (562) 923-9599. 
 

March ~April 

EASTER LILIES will be on sale in Cumberland Hall following worship on Sundays, starting March 4.  Easter Lilies may be 

given “In Honor Of’ or “In Memory Of” someone. The Easter Lilies are $15 each. Lilies may be taken home after the Easter 

worship service or may be donated to be delivered to a shut-in. 
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            ELEKTUS 
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Nueva Vida 
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CIRCLE 1  
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MAR. 1 

Margaret McConnell 

 

MAR. 2 

Loyd Harris 

 

MAR. 3 

Kenneth Christie 

Eyong Agnes Egbe 

 

MAR. 4 

Damaris Chacon 

Eric Stender 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2012 

  

6:30 am  PRAYER 

 

 

Happy 

Birthday! 

  

MAR. 5 

Gary McCaughan 

 

MAR. 10 

Brandon Garcia 

 

MAR. 11 

Rick Trejo 

 

MAR. 12 

Roscoe Schaffert 

 

MAR. 14 

Owen Diaz 

Chris Wellenstein 

 

 

 

 

MAR. 16 

Judi Harper 

 

MAR. 18 

Paul Ivison 

 

MAR. 19 

Norm Evangelista 

 

MAR. 20 

Beth Moritz  

 

MAR. 22 

Bonnie Symonds 

 

 

 

MAR. 24 

Kathy Johnson 

 

MAR. 25 

Clyde Emerson 

 

MAR. 26 

Andrew Gasdia 

 

MAR. 30 

Laurie Dayhoff 

 

MAR. 31 

Samantha Duron 

 

 

 

 

 

  Tuesday Monday Sunday 

THE WHOLE CHILD: 

LOOSE COIN OFFERING 

9AM-3PM 

LAUREL CANYON 

NATURE HIKE 
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First Presbyterian Church of Downey 

PO Box 5069, 10544 Downey Avenue 

Downey, CA 90241 (562) 861-6752 

 

 

 

 

Westmont Choir Needs Homes! 
 
We are blessed to have the Westmont College Choir performing here on Saturday April 14 at 7 p.m.  We want to show 

God’s generous hospitality so we need YOUR help with the following: 
 
Homes for one or two guys or gals to stay in Saturday night the 14th. Please contact Kathy Johnson (562) 928-0646. They 

will need a bed to sleep in, a bathroom to clean up in, and a light breakfast in the morning before they leave for their 

next concert in Irvine. 
 
Hands and feet to serve this choir a dinner at 5:45 p.m. before the concert and light refreshments at 8:15 p.m. after the 

concert on Saturday. 
 
Hands and feet to help with set up and clean up at different time during this event. 
 
EVERYONE to come out and bring friends, family, neighbors to enjoy this wonderful musical performance. 

 

Performing sat. april 14, 7pm 

 

   

   


