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Ministry Musings 

 

 

 

FRIDAYS WITH LAUREL 

Fridays are my day off.  At least, as long as there is not 

a wedding or a funeral or an emergency of some kind in 

the life of the congregation. Until 9 months ago Friday 

was the day that I would do housework, or yard work, 

or paint, or go to the beach. Then Laurel Ana was born. 

Our son and his wife were married right out of college 

in 2002. They waited awhile but Laurel Ana was born 

July 7, 2011. They live two hours away in San Diego. So 

every other Friday I get up at 4:30 a.m., leave by 5 a.m.  

and drive two hours to arrive in time for Jeff and Jackie 

to leave for work by 7:30 a.m. I spend the day with 

Laurel—about nine hours. When my son gets home 

from work at about 4 p.m. I get in the car and drive two 

or three hours (rush hour traffic) back to LA. Why do I do 

this? Most grandmothers understand. I waited nine 

years for this child. I wrote a book for her. I Waited For 

You So Long. Spending four or five hours driving is a 

small price to pay to spend Fridays with Laurel. What 

makes me do this? 

I want to know her and I want her to know me. I want to 

have a relationship with her. There is no guarantee that 

she will always lives close enough for me to spend 

Fridays with her.  As long as I am able, however I will 

invest the time. She has just begun to reach for me 

when she wants me to pick her up. Oh, how I love it 

when she reaches for me.  I can’t imagine what it is 

going to feel like the first time she says my name. You 

will probably hear the squeal of delight all the way from 

San Diego when it happens.  

I want to teach her and I want her to teach me. I learned 

so much from raising my own three children. I know that 

they learned a lot from me. I am older and wiser now 

and have so much to tell her and show her but I also 

want to keep on learning. Laurel is teaching me. 

Watching Laurel learn reminds me of the sheer wonder 

 of ordinary life—the simple joys. Sights and sounds, 

and shapes and flavors are all fresh discoveries for 

Laurel. I can teach her what they are called, but she is 

of ordinary life—the simple joys. Sights and sounds, 

and shapes and flavors are all fresh discoveries for 

Laurel. I can teach her what they are called, but she is 

teaching me what simple wonders they are. 

It is a joy hard to describe to watch your child parent a 

child. He does it so well. To see the devotion and love 

and to watch him teach her and love her is sheer joy. I 

get there early enough and stay just long enough on 

Fridays to see a little of this, too. 

Fridays with Laurel makes me reflect on my relationship 

with God. There are obvious similarities. It also requires 

a commitment of time. Just like I set aside Fridays for 

Laurel, I need to set aside a regularly scheduled time to 

be with God—reading scripture, praying, and reflecting 

on my life. I want to know God. The bible and prayer 

helps me learn more about God and I also discover how 

well God knows me! Spending time with God in bible 

study or prayer always teaches me. I have been doing 

this for almost 50 years—spending time with God—

and yet I continue to learn. Sometimes I learn new 

things, but often I am relearning old lessons or making 

adjustments to what I thought I already knew! And one 

of the greatest joys in knowing God is watching him  

work in the lives of others that you have had the 

privilege of leading to him.  

Any time with God is great time! 
 



 
by Pastor Candie Blankman 

 

 

  

 

Updates  

                 

MONTH 

                  

INCOME 

             

EXPENSES 

                            

NET INC/ (EXP) 

                                

Y-T-D INCOME 

                               

Y-T-D EXPENSES 

Y-T-D NET 

INC/(EXP) 

MAR. 24,472 28,232 (3,760) 103,450 88,218 15,232 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP DISPLAYED                   MONTHLY INCOME & EXPENSES: 2012 

 

A gift of $28,250.00 for Student Ministry and Music Ministry Staff was transferred in whole during January  

           and will be expensed at one twelfth per month January through December 2012. 

 

 

PRAY FOR SHUT-INS 
 
Dolly Fisher, Silverado Sr. Living, Alhambra 

Margie Kalie, Hacienda Grande, Long Beach 

Lorraine Lucas Park Terrace, Rancho Sta. Margarita 

Marjorie McDonnell, Residential Manor, Fullerton 

Miyo Yokota, Sunrise Senior Living, Hermosa Beach 
 
 
OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
We just found out that Jean Pearce passed away 

about a year ago.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

GOD’S GENEROSITY  

POURED OUT THROUGH YOU! 
The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering   $2418.48 

Special Offering for the Robbie and Davida Symonds   $4319.00 

God is good through you! 

 

KIDZ KONNECTION SUMMER TOUR on 

July 10-13, is four days of fun and learning for kids 

1st to 8th grade.  More details to come!  Adult 

volunteers are needed.  For more info, call Alaina 

Niemann or Alfredo Delgado (562) 861-6752. 

 

FAMILY CAMP will be on August 5-11 at Forest 

Home, just 30 miles east of Redlands located in 

Mill Creek Canyon at the foothills of San 

Bernardino Mountain.  Space is very limited so you 

need to register as soon as possible. A deposit is 

required. Final payment is due May 1. But other 

arrangements can be made if you call Forest Home 

and to Nancy Marvich (909) 389-4488.  Info and 

packets are available at the church office. 
 

Pentecost Sunday 2011 
  



NOTES ON STEWARDSHIP        by Jerry Scott, Administration & Finance 
  

 

Giving Humbly and Generously 

Toward the end of King David’s reign in Israel, he determined to build a temple for the Ark of 

the Covent, a place for God’s presence, a place for worship. But God spoke to him and said that 

because he was a warrior and had blood on his hands, he would not be the one to build the 

Temple.  That task would fall to his son, Solomon. 

 

Yet David’s heart was for God, so, forbidden to build the Temple, he began to collect resources 

for his son. He gave generously from his own purse and appealed to the people to give to God 

as well. King David was overwhelmed by the response of the people and then prayed… 

 

"But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as 

generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what 

comes from your hand. We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our 

forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. O LORD our God, 

as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for 

your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.  I know, 

my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things 

have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how 

willingly your people who are here have given to you. O LORD, God of our fathers 

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep this desire in the hearts of your people forever, 

and keep their hearts loyal to you.” (1 Chronicles 29:14-18) 

 

David and the people of Israel gave humbly, recognizing that all their gifts, in fact, all they had, 

came from the hand of God. Only through His blessings were they able to give generously. And, 

they gave generously. Solomon lacked nothing when he began to build the Temple. 

 

David also prayed that the people’s heart would forever be loyal and generous toward their 

God. 

Like the people of Israel, we are also blessed. And like everyone, all we have comes from the 

hand of God. Now God calls us to ministry and calls us to give so that His purposes for those we 

serve are accomplished. Let us also decide to give humbly and generously. 

 

“Everything comes from you, 

and we have given you only what comes from your hand.” 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 May Events 

  

 

  

PRESBYTERIAN MEN OF LOS RANCHOS 
Will have its Annual Spring Gathering on Saturday,  

May 12 at the Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church in  

Los Alamitos, CA.  Contact Don Travis at (714) 521-6891. 
 

CIRCLE 1 BIBLE STUDY 
Will meet on Monday, May 14, at 2:30 p.m. in the Parlor 

Room. Contact: (562) 869-8215   
 

May 12 

  

May 14 

  

MEMORIAL HOLIDAY 
Monday, May 28, the church office will be closed for 

the Memorial Holiday.  
 

May 28 

  

May 27 

  PENTECOST PARADE 
May 27 is Pentecost Sunday and again this year Downey First 

Presbyterian will be joining with five other churches in a 

Pentecost Parade.  There will be a parade for those who can walk 

and covered worship space with some chairs will be arranged so 

others can just join everyone for worship.  This year the parade 

will begin at Christ Lutheran Church (7707 Florence Ave. Downey 

90240) and end right here at First Pres where we will worship on 

the lawn. Come wearing red and bring a blanket or lawn chairs. 

The gift of God’s Spirit to all who believes makes us one across 

denominational boundaries.  Come and be blessed by our joining 

as one in worship. 
 

 

  

 

  

  

  

Pentecost Sunday 2011 
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9 am  PRAYER 

           

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

6:30 am  PRAYER 

 

6:30 am  PRAYER 
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7 pm  ALL TEAMS 
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7 pm  DEACONS 

           
 

 

 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

7 pm    Spanish  

            Bible Study 

            ELEKTUS 

 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

Wednesday 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

7:30 pm    Choir 

 

 

 

7:30 pm    Choir 

 

 

 
9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

7:30 pm    Choir 

 

 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 

2:30 PM 

CIRCLE 1  

BIBLE STUDY 

COMMUNION 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

Tuesday 

Monday Sunday 

PENTECOST 

PARADE 

 

 

7pm Small Group 

 Parlor Rm. 

 

 

 

7pm Small Group 

 Parlor Rm. 

 

 

 

730 pm Small Group 

 Parlor Rm. 

 

 

 

7 pm Small Group 

 Johnson’s 

 

 

 

7 pm Small Group 

 Johnson’s 

 

 

 

730 pm Small Group 

 A.Scott 

 

 

 

730 pm Small Group 

 A.Scott 

 

 

 

10 am Small Group 

Parlor Rm. 

 

 

 

10 am Small Group 

Parlor Rm. 

 

 

 

10 am Small Group 

Parlor Rm. 

 

 

 

7 pm  SESSION 

          & SCT 

           
 

 

 

 

7 pm Small Group 

 Johnson’s 

 

 

 

7pm Small Group 

 Parlor Rm. 

 

 

 

MAY 1 

Virginia Macauley 

 

MAY 5 

Eric Ruckman 

 

MAY 6 

Kendra Huff 

 

MAY 7 

Dixie Johnston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 pm    Spanish  

            Bible Study 

            ELEKTUS 

 

7:30 pm    Choir 

 

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

6:30 am  PRAYER 

 730 pm Small Group 

 A.Scott 

 

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

7 pm Small Group 

 Johnson’s 

 

 

 

MAY 8 

Lon Dayhoff 

 

MAY 9 

Carolina Delgado 

 

MAY 10 

Brianne Umana 

 

MAY 13 

Esther Lorendo 

 

 

 

MAY 20 

Rebecca Greving 

 

MAY 21 

Verna Adsit 

 

MAY 23 

Norma Galvan 

 

MAY 25 

Ashley Thomas 

 

 

 

MAY 28 

David Diaz 

Nicholas Gasdia 

Chelsea Heine 

 

MAY 29 

Charles Jones 

 

MAY 30 

Margie Hille 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 

  

MAY 31 

Nicole Heine 

 

 

 

7:30 pm    Choir 

 

 

 

7 pm    Spanish  

            Bible Study 

            ELEKTUS 

 

6:30 am  PRAYER 

 

MEMORIAL 

HOLIDAY 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

MOTHER’S DAY 

PENTECOST 

SUNDAY 

 

May 2012 

  



 

 

 A Minute for Mission: 

 

BENEVOLENCE 
  

“And when the stranger resides among you, you 

shall not oppress him [he will be] as the citizen 

among you; you shall love the stranger as yourself: 

for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: and I 

am the Lord your God” Lev. 19:33-34 

 What is benevolence? The dictionary states that 

benevolence is the desire to do good to others, 

charitableness, or acts of  kindness to those in need. Is it 

only a charitable outlook or maybe it is the money that this 

church spends to help them. Of  course it is both, but it is also 

more. This church has called me to coordinate benevolence 

services at FPC and so I would like to share some of  what I 

know about our calling to benevolence in this place at this 

time. 

 Our mission is to know Christ and to make Christ 

known and I believe that one of  our greatest gifts here at 

FPC Downey is our ability to make the love of  Christ felt to 

others through our fellowship to and with them. This love 

through relationships is also, as I see it, the very basis of  

benevolence.  Take a minute and do this experiment with me. 

 Close your eyes and picture all that you have. It may 

be very little or it may be more than you know what to do 

with. But imagine all of  it, especially those things most 

important to your sense of  well being. Now, imagine that it is 

all taken away--your possessions, your job, your savings, 

your home, your car. Now, ask yourself, how long would it 

take to find some food? One hour?  How long would it take to 

find shelter? Half  a day?  How long would it take to find 

some work of  any sort? One month?  And now, very  

importantly, how would you do these things, on your own or 

with help from others? And, who would those “others” be? 

 

 If  you are like most of  us in this congregation, 

those answers are probably something close to your best 

guess. The reason I know this is not because of  information 

about you or the economy or Downey, but because you are 

part of  my church family. We are a family by faith. I cannot 

think of  any of  you to whom I would not bring food, share 

whatever I have, and even give a place to stay. It is our 

relationship as a family, as members of  the body of  Christ, 

blessed by the wonderful fellowship that  makes us rich. We 

are rich in our relationships and that dictates a great deal 

about how we are rich in other parts of  our lives.   

 This is also God's main desire for us--to have a 

relationship with him. He wants us to trust, to ask for help, 

to spend time, to work with us and for us to do all those 

things with Him. It is this relationship which heals us, which 

strengthens us, and which allows us to understand His most 

awesome providence. It is also God's plan for us to be 

 If  you are like most of  us in this congregation, those 

answers are probably something close to your best guess. The 

reason I know this is not because of  information about you or 

the economy or Downey, but because you are part of  my church 

family. We are a family by faith. I cannot think of  any of  you to 

whom I would not bring food, share whatever I have, and even 

give a place to stay. It is our relationship as a family, as 

members of  the body of  Christ, blessed by the wonderful 

fellowship that makes us rich. We are rich in our relationships 

and that dictates a great deal about how we are rich in other 

parts of  our lives.   

 This is also God's main desire for us--to have a 

relationship with him. He wants us to trust, to ask for help, to 

spend time, to work with us and for us to do all those things 

with Him. It is this relationship which heals us, which 

strengthens us, and which allows us to understand His most 

awesome providence. It is also God's plan for us to be 

representatives of  this relationship with those around us. In the 

past God commanded to feed and house strangers, widows and 

orphans, and to love them as their own. Today, he commands us 

to do the same—to love those around us, those who we do not 

see as one of  us.  We are commanded to love them, and if  we 

try to do this we will not simply be donating money or feeding 

the hungry, or giving rides to the less fortunate. We will be 

making friendships with them, we will be praying for them, 

wondering about them, and spending time with them. Those 
people will be strangers no more, they will be us and we will 

experience the reality of  God's kingdom here and now.  We will 

be a place filled with love for all those whom God loves. 
  
            ~ Elizabeth Chacon,  

   Deacon Benevolence Coordinator 
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