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 Ministry  Musings 

By Pastor Candie Blankman 

 
 

 

 You would think after nine years of change 

it would be time to coast. Not! The “What’s Next?” 

program we are in has made it very clear that we 

have come a long way, but that we still have work to 

do to ensure that the ministry and mission of FPC is 

viable and vibrant for the next decade. More change 

is ahead but also more blessings as we experience 

the reality that God has delivered us (anyone paying 

attention to the sermons from Exodus?!) not for our 

sake only, but for the sake of the world—the 

community that we are in and the many communities 

that we are engaged with outside of our own.  

 In this time of introspection I have been 

repeatedly brought to my knees out of thankfulness.  

I am thankful for the foresight of the original 

planters of this church and the early pioneers who in 

1926 built a building way bigger than they needed at 

the time. During the Great Depression they took on 

debt that seemed impossible at the time. It was not! 

The Great Deliverer found a way for them. 

 I am thankful for the faithful members who 

have hung in there through thick and thin over the 

last 40 years. From 1200 members in 1969 to 200 in 

2000, they did not leave. They have remained and 

continued to contribute with time, talent, and 

finances to help ensure our future. The Great 

Deliverer has provided. 

 I am thankful for all the new members and 

friends who saw in us possibilities for the future not 

just a past legacy. They are much more diverse in 

age and culture and economic status, but they have 

helped to re- vitalize our ministry with their time 

and talents and finances, and CHILDREN!!! How 

grateful I am that our Kidz Time involves so many 

children as they teach us about the wideness of 

God’s Kingdom and the depth of his affection for all 

of us. The Great Deliverer has drawn others. 

 

 

 

I am grateful for a above-and-beyond-the-call-of-

duty staff.  Virginia will celebrate 18 years with us 

next year! She is so much more than a financial 

I am grateful for a above-and-beyond-the-call-of-duty staff.  

Virginia will celebrate 18 years with us next year! She is so 

much more than a financial secretary. She is a ministry partner. 

Alfredo has been with us five years. Together we have been 

able to learn and grow as ministers and leaders as well as 

model what Christ-centered multicultural relationships look like. 

Joy is in her fourth year with us. All I can say is, what a joy! 

Along with Eric, Nancy, Lizzie, Alaina and Hani, we have a 

dynamite team. As God called Moses and gave him a team in 

order to accomplish God’s purposes, it is clear God has done the 

same for FPC. The Great Deliverer calls and equips. 

 I am thankful for the elders and deacons, ordained 

ministers who have submitted themselves first to being 

transformed personally in order to lead the congregation in 

being transformed corporately. Recently Tom Cramer, Associate 

Executive Pastor of Los Ranchos Presbytery visited a Session 

meeting. He was “blown away” at the level of spiritual maturity 

and vision and mission focus that he heard and saw. God has so 

faithfully provided and nurtured leadership that has been up to 

the challenges and open to the possibilities for FPC. 

 What’s next? More of the same—the faithfulness of 

God in guiding and providing for the ministry and mission of 

FPC. What’s next will reveal to the community inside and 

outside that the Lord is God and  

there is no other like him! 
 



 

 

 

 

 
  

TWO QUESTIONS ON EVERYONE’S MINDS 
 
Question One: Is it true that Pastor Blankman 

is leaving? 
 
Yes, it is true. A congregational letter and email went 

out on Friday, August 31st announcing this news.  She 

has accepted a call to be Pastor of Discipleship at San 

Clemente Presbyterian Church. She will be at FPC until 

the middle of October and then begin her new call the 

first part of November.  The call has already been 

approved by the Presbytery of Los Ranchos. San 

Clemente Presbyterian Church will hold a 

congregational meeting on the 9th of September to 

approve the recommendation of their Search 

Committee. And FPC will hold a special called 

congregational meeting on September 16 after worship 

for the “dissolution of the pastoral relationship.”  No 

she will not be melting! Dissolution is the formal 

language used in the Presbyterian Church when a 

pastor leaves a congregation. 
 
Question Two: Who will be our next pastor? 
 
We do not know yet. In the Presbyterian Church there 

is a prescribed process that is used to secure new 

leadership whenever a pastor leaves. The Committee 

on Ministry of Los Ranchos Presbytery will send 

representatives to the FPC Session meeting (meeting of 

the elected elders) on September 18th to advise them on 

the process and possibilities. As soon as the elders 

have a clear understanding of the process and 

possibilities they will communicate with the 

congregation accordingly.  
 
Encouragement to everyone: 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do 
not lean on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge him and he will direct 
your steps.”  Proverbs 3:5,6 
 

MINISTRY PLAN 2013 
 Challenges are ahead. But so are incredible possibilities! 

Soon the congregation will be receiving the full report from our 

congregational survey in the “What’s Next?” program we are 

engaged in. The financial outlook for 2013 and beyond is a 

challenge because of the end of estate and grant funds that have 

helped us through this time of congregational transformation. 

Possibilities are incredible because the actual patterns of giving 

show signs of great potential. The financial realities will require 

major changes in how we do ministry. The potential will inspire us 

to continue to pursue the mission God has given us knowing he 

will provide for all that we need to be faithful. 

 One of the challenges financially includes facility needs. 

As Admin. Services has indicated we have old, past expected life 

air-conditioning units that have to be replaced.  (Not known to 

most is that some of the staff have been working in the heat for 

several weeks due to failed AC units!) The Administrative Services 

Team along with Rick Huff, Property Manager, have been working 

diligently to determine the most cost-efficient way to address this 

challenge. Their recommendation was approved at a specially 

called congregational meeting on September 2. That 

recommendation approved the application for a Presbytery 

grant/loan combination assistance at a time when the need is 

great and the interest rates are at an all time low.  The 

congregation will still need to do their part and so our 

stewardship campaign this fall will include an additional 

component to address this immediate facility need.  There are 

other facility needs that will face us in the near future. The 

elevator will need to be updated to digital technology soon. And 

our building stucco façade needs patching and repainting. Just 

take a walk around the building and you will see. 

 These challenges are great but not impossible. We have 

successfully faced other challenges in the past and are confident 

God who is our help (I Sam 7:12) will provide all that we need to 

be faithful stewards of our mission and our facility. Be praying 

about what God might be leading YOU to do in addition to your 

regular and faithful giving to our operating budget for ministry 

and mission. It will take all of us doing what each of us can to 

successfully accomplish what lies ahead. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
by Pastor Candie Blankman 

 

 

               

MONTH 

                  

INCOME 

             

EXPENSES 

                            

NET INC/ (EXP) 

                                

Y-T-D INCOME 

                               

Y-T-D EXPENSES 

Y-T-D NET 

INC/(EXP) 

JULY 34,284 34,880 (596) 208,178 209,733 (1555) 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP DISPLAYED                   MONTHLY INCOME & EXPENSES: 2012 

 

A gift of $28,250.00 for Student Ministry and Music Ministry Staff was transferred in whole during January  

           and will be expensed at one twelfth per month January through December 2012. 

 

 

PRAY FOR SHUT-INS 
 
Dolly Fisher, Silverado Sr. Living, Alhambra 

Margie Kalie, Hacienda Grande, Long Beach 

Lorraine Lucas Park Terrace, Rancho Sta. Margarita 

Marjorie McDonnell, Residential Manor, Fullerton 

Miyo Yokota, Sunrise Senior Living, Hermosa Beach 

Ed Potter, Orchard, Whittier 

NEW SHUT-IN: 

Beth Moritz at Terrace View 

201 E. Bastenchury Road 

Fullerton CA 92835 

KIDZ KONNECTION FALL SEMESTER 2012 is 

starting on Monday, Sept. 17.  Kidz Konnection is an 

after-school program for 1st to 8th graders and is open to 

the community.  Activities are tutoring, help with 

homework, music, art, making video, and more. Contact 

Alaina Niemann or Alfredo Delgado (562) 861-6752.  

Registration is open. Forms available at the church office: 

Mon-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. ~ 5 p.m.  TUTORS NEEDED! 

 

CROP WALK 
YOU can do something to make a difference for people who are 

hungry.  On Sunday, October 14, FPC will be cooperating with our 

Downey Interfaith Fellowship (our Pentecost Parade partners and 

more) for a Crop Walk sponsored by World Service.  Starting in 

September, come sign up to be a part of Equipo FPC at 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/goto/equipofpc  or after the 

service with Shelley and Ali in Cumberland Hall.  
 

 
Updates 
  

CIRCLE 1 BIBLE STUDY will meet at church at 

11:30 a.m. September 10 to carpool and drive down to 

the Panera Bakery in Seal Beach for lunch. After lunch, 

we will go to home of Eunice Chien for our meeting.  We 

welcome anyone to join us. Please call Lois DeLine at 

(562) 869-8215. 

 

PEACEMAKING OFFERING ON 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 
Jesus reminds us that “Blessed are the peacemakers, for 

they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9). 

 

Peacemaking is our calling as Christians, today as in 

every age. And the way we make peace, especially in a 

violent and conflict-ridden world, is not by eliminating 

conflicts but by learning to address them through peaceful 

means; namely through dialogue, education, and 

knowledge. Peacemaking is a central declaration of the 

gospel. Through Jesus Christ, God restores our 

relationship and grants us the gift of grace. We 

experience God’s grace as peace. God’s peace restores, 

sustains, and heals. In response to this good news, 

Christians go into the world to proclaim and become part 

of God’s peace-giving as peacemakers. 

 

The Offering gives us a concrete way to contribute locally 

and nationally to the work of peace. It is the offering that 

funds the Peacemaking Program for our denomination, 

enabling us to bring in International Peacemakers, share 

conferences, and advocate for active nonviolent solutions 

to conflicts, and equipping all Presbyterians to bear 

witness to how we can live out of our faith in the midst of 

challenge and violence. Make this year a time to renew 

your commitment to peacemaking as part of your calling 

as a follower of Christ, who not only taught us the ways 

of peace but is our peace. 
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NOTES ON STEWARDSHIP        by Jerry Scott, Administration & Finance 
  

 

Giving Humbly and Generously 

Toward the end of King David’s reign in Israel, he determined to build a temple for the Ark of 

the Covent, a place for God’s presence, a place for worship. But God spoke to him and said that 

because he was a warrior and had blood on his hands, he would not be the one to build the 

Temple.  That task would fall to his son, Solomon. 

 

Yet David’s heart was for God, so, forbidden to build the Temple, he began to collect resources 

for his son. He gave generously from his own purse and appealed to the people to give to God 

as well. King David was overwhelmed by the response of the people and then prayed… 

 

"But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as 

generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what 

comes from your hand. We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our 

forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. O LORD our God, 

as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for 

your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.  I know, 

my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things 

have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how 

willingly your people who are here have given to you. O LORD, God of our fathers 

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep this desire in the hearts of your people forever, 

and keep their hearts loyal to you.” (1 Chronicles 29:14-18) 

 

David and the people of Israel gave humbly, recognizing that all their gifts, in fact, all they had, 

came from the hand of God. Only through His blessings were they able to give generously. And, 

they gave generously. Solomon lacked nothing when he began to build the Temple. 

 

David also prayed that the people’s heart would forever be loyal and generous toward their 

God. 

Like the people of Israel, we are also blessed. And like everyone, all we have comes from the 

hand of God. Now God calls us to ministry and calls us to give so that His purposes for those we 

serve are accomplished. Let us also decide to give humbly and generously. 

 

“Everything comes from you, 

and we have given you only what comes from your hand.” 
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Tuesday Monday Sunday 

 

 

7 pm    Spanish  

            Bible Study 

            ELEKTUS 

 

SEPTEMBER 2 

Sophie Herrera 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 7 

Cora Valenzuela 
 
 

 

 

 

7 pm    SBS 

            ELEKTUS 

 

7 pm  ALL TEAMS 

           
 

 

 

 

7:30 pm    Animate: 

Young Adults Group 

 

Communion 

September 

The Whole Child 

Offering 

 Happy Birthday! 
  

2012 
  

SESSION MEETING 

WITH PRESBYTERY 

           
 

 

 

 

7:30 pm  BAND 

 

 

6:30 am  PRAYER 

 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

 
7 pm    Spanish  

            Bible Study 

            ELEKTUS 

 

9 am  PRAYER 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 10 

Pat Gregorio 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 15 

Alice Rogers 

Jean Smith 
 
 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 17 

Sebastian Delgado 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 19 

Kim Riemer 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 20 

Jeannette Savage 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 26 

Jesus Curiel 

Patty McCaughan 

Alanna Regalbuto 

Amy Scott 

 

SEPTEMBER 30 

Rick Huff 

Shannon Regalbuto 

 

 

 

 

2:30 p.m.            

CHOIR RETREAT 

 

 

 
LEADERSHIP RETREAT FOR WHAT’S NEXT 
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CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

FOR LABOR 

DAY HOLIDAY 

 

KIDZ 

KONNECTION 

FALL 2012 

BEGINS 

           
 

 

 

 

11:30 a.m. 

CIRCLE 1 LUNCH  

& STUDY IN  

SEAL BEACH 

           
 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

HOUR FOR ALL 

AGES RESUMES 

 

11:15 a.m.            

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Downey 

PO Box 5069, 10544 Downey Avenue 

Downey, CA 90241 (562) 861-6752 

 

BUY A FLAG TO REPRESENT  

Where are you from?  Would you be willing to buy a flag that will 

represent your country of origin?  We will be featuring these flags 

on World Communion Sunday, October 7, 2012.  Thanks for your 

help.  Contact the church office for more info: (562) 861-6752. 
 
We need flags for: Cameroon Peru 

   Sweden  Taiwan  

   Venezuela Minnesota  
     (Just kidding on Minnesota) 
       

We also want to decorate the sanctuary on the 7th with 

international art and artifacts. Come early on the 7th and help to 

make our worship space beautiful.  If you have it, come in ethnic 

clothing.       
 

We have these flags: 
 
Bolivia  Canada  China  Egypt 

France  Germany Great Britain Guatemala 

Israel  Italy  Japan  Korea 

Mexico  New Zealand Philippines Scotland 

Trinidad  Tobago 

 

 

 

September 14 and 15 

“What’s Next?” 

Leaders Retreat 

 

September 16    

Congregational meeting for dissolution of the 

pastoral relationship with Rev. Candie Blankman 

 

September 18    

Session meets with Presbytery Committee on 

Ministry to begin process of seeking a new pastor 

 

October  7  World Communion Sunday 
   
October  14  Pastor Blankman’s  

   final Sunday  
  
   First Annual Crop Walk for 

   Downey Interfaith Sunday  
 
October  28  All Saints Sunday  
     
Other Oct. Events What’s Next Small Groups  
 
   Congregational Meeting  

   for the election of elders  

   and deacons 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  

FOR “WHAT’S NEXT?”  

FOR THIS FALL: 
 


